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Slide notes 

Welcome to the training on Safe Haven and Abandoned Infants. Developed and presented by the Indiana Child 

Welfare training and education partnership.  
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Slide notes 

At the end of this training, participants will be able to: 

Describe the definition and procedure for Safe Haven infants. and 

Describe the definition and procedure for abandoned infants. 
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Slide notes 

The Safe Haven Law allows a parent to surrender their newborn child to an emergency medical services provider. 

The emergency medical services provider will, without a court order: 

Take custody of a child from any person who voluntarily leaves their child with them; 

Perform any act necessary to protect the childôs physical health or safety; and 

Notify DCS that the child has been taken into temporary custody.  
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Slide notes 

Indiana Code 16-41-10-1 defines Emergency Medical Services Provider as: 

Firefighter; 

Law Enforcement Officer; 

Paramedic; 

Emergency Medical Technician; 

Physician; 

Nurse; or 

Other person who provides emergency medical services in the course of the other 

personôs employment. 
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Slide notes 

The Indiana Department of Child Services will assume the care, control, and custody of a child immediately after 

receiving notice that the parent:  

Has knowingly and intentionally left the child with an emergency medical services provider or in a newborn safety 

device; and  

Did not express an intent to return for the child.  
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Slide notes 

In a Safe Haven case, the parents are not identified. This includes any reports and pleadings filed with the court. 

The emergency medical service provider is not obligated to disclose their name or the parentôs name. 

The parentôs identity is protected and he or she will not be prosecuted for abandonment or neglect if he or she acts 

within 30 days of the birth, and the child is not harmed. 
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Slide notes 

No later than 48 hours after taking custody of the child, DCS will contact the Indiana Clearinghouse for 

information on missing children to determine if the child has been reported missing. 
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Slide notes 

DCS will file a petition alleging that the child is a Child in Need of Services, and ask the court to hold an Initial 

Hearing no later than the next business day after the child is taken into custody. 
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Slide notes 

DCS will submit an Intake Officerôs Report of Preliminary Inquiry and Investigation and Probable Cause 

Affidavit. 
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Slide notes 

At the detention and or initial hearing, DCS should request that the Court appoint a G.A.L or CASA. 
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Slide notes 

In order to determine the final recommendation for the placement and permanency plan of the child, the FCM will 

convene a multi-disciplinary team within five business days comprised of the following team members: 

 

Court Appointed Special Advocate or Guardian Ad Litem,  

 DCS Local Office Director or designee,  

Regional Manager,  

FCM Supervisor,  

Special Needs Adoption Program Specialist (if appropriate),  

and  

Regional Foster Care Specialist.  
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Slide notes 

The team will make a recommendation for placement documenting the best interests of the child and reasoning 

used to determine the most appropriate placement for the child. This recommendation and report shall first be 

submitted to the DCS LOD, then to the juvenile court for review.; 

If the team cannot convene prior to the childôs need for substitute care, then the FCM will initially place the child 

in emergency foster care. 

The recommendation for prospective adoptive placement cannot be the emergency foster care home, unless 

otherwise approved by the Deputy Director or ordered by the court.; 
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Slide notes 

After the G.A.L. or CASA has an opportunity to submit a report to the Court, DCS needs to ask the Court to make 

a finding that no reasonable efforts are necessary to locate the childôs parents or to reunify the childôs family. 
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Slide notes 

 

The following slides contain questions to test your knowledge of the Safe Haven portion of this training.  After the 

questions are complete, you can either re-take the Safe Haven portion of this training or you may continue onto 

the Abandoned Infant portion. 
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Slide notes 

To re-take the Safe Haven portion of this training, click the Safe Haven button below. To continue onto the 

Abandoned Infants portion, click the Abandoned Infants button.  
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Slide notes 

DCS will assume the care, control, and custody of a child whose parent, guardian, or custodian has knowingly or 

intentionally left a child in:  

An environment that endangers the childôs life or health; or  

A hospital or medical facility; and has no reasonable plan to assume the care, custody, and control of the child.  
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Slide notes 

No later than 48 hours after taking custody of the child, DCS will contact the Indiana Clearinghouse for 

information on missing children to determine if the child has been reported missing. 
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Slide notes 

In an Abandoned Infant case, the parentôs identity may be known to DCS requiring efforts to locate the parents. 

DCS will conduct a diligent search to locate either of a childôs parents or other family members. 

 

The FCM must be prepared to submit an Affidavit of Diligent Inquiry or update as to the progress towards 

completion of the ADI to the court at the time of Detention/Initial hearing. 

 

 


